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| Expettation of the: Event, 
Miracles, and the Charms of his Gooiich. proceeds in a 


*gradual manner to feld to them the Myſteries of the 1 
55 dom of Heaven. Their Preco 
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4a ford 1 5 ſecular Power and tempor: 


1 oy 100 faroiliar Allutons fr frotn futural aol. 6 


: ns Bas tA 
3 Work. (8. 0 


pad many * "VE *. Ticjudices fixed deeply in 
their Miads Our Saviour, having previouſly” raiſed i 


EE them a great Admiration of, and Affection to himſelf, and... 


ons of the Meſſiah, and 


the End of his Coming, were the fame with thoſe If the 


Whole Jewiſh Nation; that he would be a ſovereign Prince, 
an ſet up a van 
hy F 3 ex 


'Empireinthe World ; and they imagine, 

, that. this Empire would be of a viſi- 
political N atureſh like other Kingdoms on Earth, 2 
Rewards, 'For 


Reaſon, ' and * becauſe the Goſpel ſo far "reſembles. . 


E earthly Kingdoms, as it is: a Conflitation | of Laws, Pre- 
ER N. and Inſtructions, bound u 


Men by tlie Sanctions 
wards and Puniſhments, and OR 6 from the Au. 

Mdbity ity of a ſupreme: Lawgrver ; ;. our Lord, when he 9 2 

of the Nature, Propagation and Effects of the Goſpt | 


1 nerally deſcribes it with-the” Character and Tul . 5 fk 3 
Kingdom, and, in Contradiſtin&tion to all other, Niles it, with = 


| 5 ropricty, the Kingdom Gad, 1 


Heaven. 
to. remove, in the tnoft gentle and effectual m 


pen their Underſtandings, . and ' qua 
reſents. to them in Various Simi 


5 


alify.' them for * 


r 


Bie, 959 ortions, "Dee Vi fe, dich 1879 8 
Tr Wee "of the 


four 
57 Betical, 4 na Ackeriving 
PA mord, 


the Frejudices of his Diſciples, to engage their Fra . wy 


(5 cle Blocks of « politca Ne dez — bo, be 
nius, Principles, Cuſtoms and Manners of the 8 
ps bd with a mort than human Preſcience, out Lari foretels 
R the Event of his Undertaking, and the Succeſe of his Re- 
| = gion. Patticulatiy, the Similitude in the Ten was in- 
ys . tended to deſcribe Ty foretel, ”: 

OS dur holy Relig ion, from a inning, to; its utmoſt 
8 8 a and Goon” 2 n 
riſon, and Truth of the Prediction, 9. been already 
proved. from the Event; and we hope and truſt, apr 
Will be yet more illuſtrioyly. verified in futtire Ages, The 
Kingdom of, pur Redeemer has ſpread already aver a cn 

„ aesble Part of of the World, and among the maſt 
ao, ; civilized and;learned Nations: And, thou "he - 
© _Jewn, his antent Hervtage, thave rejected him, an — 

T . t over them, the e 
n led, that fle Heathen D, , 
5 „„ 4 A. ritance, and the uttermg Parts of t 
deln, His Religion ſoon ſpread- the narro 
PpPfecloc of the eue Territory, and the- Moſaic: 
ion: It E From: Seat Sea, and n abe 


N of. the Sun, ume the down--tbereof. To this 
reatneſs and Am book ron Ki den 
Fee Bren. The Ft of this:extenſiye = 


Em . „ Sons 
till che Commencement of his Miniſtry, 


. | of 
| | _ ny 41 himſelf ſrom the teſt of Mankind, 
2 loweſt Rank: And after he entered upon his 
_ eat. Offer, continued to bear che n 5 Pa- 
1 r acas neat . 


„ 


— * " - I 
- 
3 hs 
e i * 
- 9 
* 9 * = 
. ak * 
2 
3% * 
= 
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N » 
"© 4.40 & 
a 3 1 * 2 2 d A 
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e and Progreſs of 


of Heaven. arve, 4 


9 
* 
2 


ih whole! Inſtrumientality he was to ne his Deſign, 


} ; . of Men, laid the Foundation of a ſpiritual King- 


at firſt, a great 


[8] 
was apprehended, condemned, and pe to an i ignominious 
Death, as a publick Malefadtor. Diſciples alſo, by 


and build up his intended Empire, were Perſons of the like 
Rank, and of themſelves utterly incapable of fo great an. 

| ae prise, His Doctrine was not calculated to conciliate- | 
Men by their worldly Intorefts, nor his Diſcourſes, or man- 
ner of Addreſs, adapt to engage the Paſſions of Mon in 
his Favour. Yet this mean and obſcure Perſon, by In- 
| ons equally mean, in ſo ſhort a Space of Time, and. 
poſition to the Paſſions, Prejudices, and worldly In- 


dom, which afterwards grew and prevailed, and which 
we believe, ſhall at laſt ſpread into an univerſal Empire. 
Theſe Circumſtances of the Commencement of our holy 
Religion, the low State, and ignominious Sufferings of 
| our Saviour and his Apoſiles, and the * of their 
Doctrine and Inſtitution, made their Succels, in the natural 
Courſe of Things, very improbable; and in fact, they were 

Yapedh pediment to its Riſe, and raiſed a Vioe- 
ion to it. Many, fay the Evange-- 


lent and [ting 


” 1Tiſts, were offende at bim, at the Poverty of his Appear- 


ance, the Place of 18 Birth, and of his Reſidence, and the: 
Nature of his Diſcourſes. They faid, I be not the Son of 
6 Carpenter kv hor ew” Thing come out of Nazareth ?- 
— Doth any os WO e Gaklee & — That he ale 

bile a pled; — had a Devuil, — that many 
| vf his Diſcourſes were hard Boys unintelligible, or ſeem«- 
ingly abſurd, being contrary to their wgre . 1 
Hence the Goſpel became, as the A expreſſes it, 0 
the Jes a Stumbling-block, and to t "Ok Fookſhneſs. 
But theſe Circumſtances are now to us Matter of Glory, 
and not of Offence, and afford to impartial and at- 


tentive Perſon, a ſtrong Evidence of the Divinity of out 


* Hence Jeſus 8 * us, 13 3 Fru. 


Y God, — his Goſpel 
heme of human Policy, or a c 2 5 e 


the 9 ies of Chance, or the P wild Fe 
e by Geass e ed . ace 7 8 Wen 


and enthy 


ef Son of 
like View, the A Paul, confideri g the ae ihe 
in of the Goſpe its is fp the 
owWer Part of among Philoſophers. 2 eſ- 
men, and Rulers of * ; World, and the contemptible 
| Perſons who. were employed in the Propagation of it;-ſays, 
in an eloquent Strain of riumph; Where is tbe wiſe Man? 


275 "A f ee 
pleaſed. ag in, his 73 


d Figure, For 
dom of. of Men, and 
choſen - the. f Tul Th 


2 ee 
* 2 75 Wiſe, 2 14 weak Things of the I 


4 1 1 15 'y.;. and. baſe Things of the World, ol 


| e hath Gad choſen ; yea and Thin ws 
h. 22 5 e ich are. The 


9 not, to 


* oft here Daum in = prophetic iew of the Pr 


5 Ruins of the whole Structure 


of the Means and Agents, whi 
had choſen to accomp Plith chat End. 
4910 * 


942 
LT 


8 . 10 = 'Seribe I bre is the Diſputer of this Moria? 
ooh the Wiſdom of this m? For 
their "OS Jnew not God, it © 
Poolifoneſi of preaching 
74 65 ee eve. And he proceeds in a 
bol r the Fookſhneſs of God is wiſer 5 the Wif- 
Pen S God is ftr oh Tang 1M 


ogreſs 


che Goſpel, and its future Riſe, upon the Demolition 
13 55 Kah 107 of the Pagan, * he: 
as Jew] eligion; and in the ent Contemptibleneſs 

. Wie God 1 


Nor 


PD not the Plants'of the 


riatetial World, or in che Coerde of Ls: 

's, 55 we not often ke great and wonderful Effects 
© Os Fel Cauſes,” either unknown, or that appear 
2 obſcure, and inadequate ?. Is not the general Proceſs 
of Nature of this Kind * Are not the 2555 and con- 
de leren in it, camel e by Infltyments and Ma- 
- terials that ſeem, to e dot Bb gar Eye, fligh t and trivial ? 
arth ( (according ay our Saviour's 

don Compariſem) Which grow to a"great Magnitude and 
Height, and put forth large Branches, ſpring from 'ſmall 
Seeds, ſome hardly perceptible to human Senſe ? And do 
we not derive from the common Dirt of he Earth, and 


3 from the moſt vile and bbathfſome Materials, all that ad- 


mirable Me: 4 "and Þ nf n eee 
d on the Fic s pleaſing to the 
ye, the Smell, Wl the Nh Wane, And the white dupport of 
77 human Life? And in the Affairs af Mankind, have not 
tie greateſt Events often: depended on very minute ones; 
the rok wonderful Revolutions been nah ht by mean 
Agents; and the moſt expenfve anꝗ,t — 
flowed ry 88 Cauſes ſeemingly deſpicable and improbable ? 


The Elevation of David ffom the State of a Shepherd to 


fill the Throne of Trae), to make that Nation victorious over 
their Enemies, and to ęſtabliſh the Law and Worſhi of 
God in it.— The Riſe of the Patriarch eb frum the C 
dition of a Slave and Prifoner, to be Chief over the King- | 
dom of Egypt, and the great Revolutions that followed in 
| Conſequence of his being fold by his Brethren, — may be 
- recited as Inſtances of this Kind; beſide many other, both 
from ſacred and profane Hiſtory : And, to refer to a well- 
known modern Hiſtory, who that beheld a Perſon in a 
mean Habit, labouring in the daily Employment of a Car- | 
. penter, would at firſt Vier 1 2 that this "Ne a 
* | ARE P | 


* * 


S: >, » 
* 
7 * 
: 
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MN A 


which we be- 


1 2 


L eee 9 ede 1 
n 2 e * j 


„Was then meditating, and in Eck exe- 

E Further, in all the Trafifackions and Deſigns of 
. a8 the Perfection of hu 
— N e 5 4+ 
Affairs to 

der, 3 85 Caſes Exe of manifeſt ry 

3 and'to riſe from the loweſt Beginning 6 

de ien And as the Wiſdom of God, or to 
uſe the Lan 


of the Apoſtle, che Pens of Gal tj 
Se ofthe Apali a th of God ſur- 
paſſeth the Power f Men, ſo much more excellent and 
Wonderful ate bis Operations. And as in the material 
_ . Univerſe, he pr all the various and aſtoniſhing Ef- 
| fefts in Nature; from Laws and Cauſes obſcure and ſub- 
_ limely fimple ; fo in the moral World, he executeth De- 
ſignz of immenſe Extent, the pa of his wan ot 
Counſel and Goodneſs; by m | 
Mons lx hy Inſtruments may eng little 
And contemptible; or which may be indifeernible to) te 
3 till, by ſeeing the great and manifeſt Effects, 
_ we to nnen out the ſeveral Steps und explore th 
. Hidden and remote Cauſes. | 
8 D Jemen, was cut off in che midſt of 
© his 1 
in the World, and with ſuch Circ of Ignomin 
and Miſery; when his Diſciples all forſook him and' fled, 
| and lay hid in Corners, and Haid one to another in Deſpair, 
„ Be ered it was be who ll ale Thad, but out 
„ are now cos 2 ucifixion confounding 
aer 0 peRations of him; then 
the Seed 'of the. Goſpel fe emed to die and.periſh, and our 
he + ders in all human Probability rendered abor- ; 
48 5 B 2 | S tive. 
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internal Strength, without thoſe: au 
above, which before ſupported it, and when the ſecular: 
Powers of the world: were bent upon: 


. Growth. The 


up. 
2 Goſpel made a pit very hoy different Parts of the 


World, and the vaſt; Succeſs of it in that Age, was. not: 
owing do the e Words ef Eloquence; op the De- 
Accs of human Arr and Wit, but to the miraculous Demon - 
as of the Spirit and Power of God, which accompanied. 

At the end of the apoſtolick Age, when the be ee 


8 Gitte and Influences 0 the Holy 8 pirit were withdrawn, 


and the Kingdom of Heaven weed left-to ſtand by its on 
” Forces' from 


its Deſtruction 48 
then again, according · to human Conjecturs and Foreſi 


it muſt have declined and ſunk to nothing. ' Neverthe e, 
it ſtill increaſed, and diffuſed itſelf in ſo 


gradual and im- 
ee, a manner, as to demonſtrate the Truth and! 

ropriety of another prophetick Compariſon of our Savi-- 
our ns the Text. —-S> ig the Kingdom of God, as. © 
if. a Man ſbould & Seed into tie Grand, and ſhould ſeep. 


and riſe NVigli and Day, and the Seed ſhould ſpring and grow 
eee Thus by * Steps and. 
es it increaſed, till, in the Time of the Emperon 


e, it was foread into all Parts of the known 


World; and in the Compaſs of a 'few Reigns aſterwards, 
became the publick Religion univerſally profeſſed through : 
the Roman Empire, Pa 2 8s well a8 Judaiſra linking. 


and vaniſhing before it. 


But from that Period wk Kingdom! of Heayen, inſtead 


of increaſing and flouriſhing ſtill more in the World, on 


the contrary (and contrary at firſt View, to probable Ex | 


ation, ſince it had then thoſe: ſecular vantages on 


its Side, which were before employed againſt it) declined; pe 
both in Extent, and in its Power and Influence upon the 
ONE CINE DECAY moſt 


imminent 


— ; „ 


f "REF BYK. > ” 
in the Earth, 


W ; 


WIL [73 1. 
imininent Dan of being intirely Gs a 1 
and a ſtrange counterfeit Religing, and moſt deteſtable | «i 
Form of Tyranny ſubſtituted in its Rom. | 
To what Cauſes this Declenſion of Chriſtianity was 
owing, and what are the proper Means of its Reſtoration * 
and ture Advancement; let us proceed to conſider.  # 
And, in the firſt Place, to what Cauſes the Declendcr 
| of our Holy Religion, the Abridgment of its Extent, ' and 
Decay * its Power _ Ha en e been 
prinei wing — orable in 
neral, 5 d. not to any foreign 3 or ape 
Violence, but to an internal Corruption. The celeftiat 
Plant of the Goſpel had endured the Storms of Adverſity 
and Perſecution z and, . they E N its utter 
Fe 
| ut after theſe were overblown, it 
r ubject to another 1 ng or more to! be 
dreaded; an inward Di r and The Kings: | 
dom of Heaven ſubſiſted flouriſhed by its own. innate 
Vigour, and the perfect Soundneſs and Goodneſs of its: ori- 
a Conſtitution, for ſome Centuries, notwithſtandin ag” 
all outward Hoſtili and Oppoſition. — But what all-its- 
open and declared Enemies, what the terrible Perſecutions 
ef the Roman Emperors, what the Inroads and Devaſta- 
tions of the-barbarous Nations, when the Roman * 
was oyer-run by them, did not effect, was almoſt accom- | 
pliſhed by other Means, and another kind of Enemies. 
0 this reſpe&, it reſembled the Civil States and Nag. 
doms of the * World, . — <p 44 ſuffer more, and are 
expoſed to om inteſtine Corruption and 
Diſcord, than 177 reg Invaſions. A Train of _ 
nal Diſorders introduced and propagated, not by open, but 
ſecret and 1 — Enemies, have been more perniei- 


ous and dangerous to this ſpiritual Empire, than any ex- 
ral Opal a n made upon. 4 


— 


hs \ Conflitution 3— Its Nel Laws have been diſ- 
benſed with, and Almoſt annulled ; — its Inſtitutions. per- 
verted, and its Prir inciples chang ed; —— inteſtine Factions : 


| appointed e e i r it, have be⸗ 
er 1 Betrayers of its Laws 
and Privileges. — It hath {aq convert, into an Engine 
of temporal anc and ſacerdotal Dominion. 
inſtead 4, po of he greg ts" frm 
5 nerated into à State the moſt Slave 
| abandoned Wickedneſs, It was changed. from a 
2 . and diyine Government, into the Worſt kind of 
Worldly Tyrannies, under the worſt of Men, An aſto- 
niſhing ſcene to review! and ſuch as might tempt. us, as 
it has in fk tempred many, wo, call in queſtion the Di- 
vinity of the Goſpel; was not this univerſal Corruption, 
add 8 Tyranny, predicted in the Writings of 
br ena i a that juſt and comprehenſive. Bo- 
and expreſſive, a. more ve 
ſcription cannot be given of it, even ſince the Event. 
Our Saviour fowed good Serd in his Field, but in the Night, 
in the Times of Darkneſs and Ignorance, Tares were 
ſown likewiſe in Abundance, according to his prophetick 
Parable ; and our Enemy did it, not profeſſed Enemies, 
but ſecret, who took. Advantage of the Darkneſs of the 
Times to conceal their peraidious Deſigns, Some Seeds | 


F This Parable is not 1525 idea; in its” proper. Meanings, for 
; PLE our Saviour meant falſe Profeſſors of Cliriftlantty.. It would by 


deen happy for the World, if thoſe" who have claimed a Power in the 
Church to puniſh and extirpate Hereticks and others, and in 
it, have horribly: perſecuted and deſtroyed vaſt Numbers of the, beſt 
Chiſtians, had paid more Regard to the important Inſtruction of this Pa- 
rable, which is a direct Prohibition of all ſuch Proceedings. D came 
Refs r Lord, full we go and gather up the Taret ® H. 5 

r with hem ane Tg until 
* Matt. xii, OE: 4 3 4 N 

R 


even deſcribed in Terms ſo clear 4 


OT 

of Antichriſtianiſm were very early ſown ; but during the 
Inclemencies of thoſe early Seaſons, they hardly appeared” 

till che Sun-ſhine of Proſperity. brought them 'vp, 5 
they grew and multiplied e "and eva 4 the 
good Seed which had been ſown” in the Earth. And the 
Scheme of Antichriſt, the Scheme of zraftin g upon the 
oy Stock of the l, 4 ſpurious Syſtem of Reli- © 
gion, "ack to the Avarice and Ambition of its Con- 
Abettors, 1 e Superſfition 
ö . once begun, ſo. artfully managed, 
fo ſteadily and zealouſly pr 4, fo po y enforce 
and extenſively: prop kt chat at len ben, Ay) all 
Conceptions-of true C riſtianity were obliterated in Men's 


A Mind the Holy 2 were become obſolete, were 
unſtudied, 


unknown, unxead Oral Traditions, the Ca- 
nons of Councils, and the Decrees of P were ſubſti- 
tuted in their Room the Authority 'Chrift was ſup- 

anted by. the Uf of hit pretended: Vi e 
Worſhip of God was turned into Ceremony; flaviſh Sub- 

8 Won to, and zealous ſu ws Adel of the growing Hierarchy, 

and an -implacable Hatr all Oppoſers, 15 af 
lauded as moſt Chiſtian Piety, nnd: comprehenſive” of 
irtue and Merit. Thus the State of the Chriſtian Weill 
degenerated, till it became, in many Reſpects, worſe than 
the Heathen had been. 

But let us reflect more particularly on the ſeveral Sale 

of this great Apoſtacy, and endeavour to trace out the 
impure Fountains, from which were derived thoſe foul 
Streams that polluted and empoiſoned the pure and fatutary 
Current of our- holy Religion. 

In the firſt Place, the Aſn; ers of the Gof A they who 
ought to have been the publick Guardians o the Purity of 
our moſt" holy Faith, and Confervators of our Chriſtian 
—— Liberties, became themſelves corrupt, abuſed. 
their office and ſtation, and were Acceflaries, or rather 
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Principals, in enſlaving the the Chriſtian World, and per- 
verting the Chriſtian Pogrine and Worthip. And when 
che Labourers and Dreſſers of the Lord's Vineyard became 
like Lots Rau % . it, what ae gw be ex- 
| n, inſtead of cleanſing, weeding, and prun- 
they cheriſhed the luxuriant ranches and noxious 
1 what Produce could there be, even from the 
enuine Stock of the Vine? In very early Times, a certain 
ſpiritual Pride and Ambition began to infect their Minde, 
which produced Envy, Jealouſy, and a mutual Contention 
bo ſtould be greateſt in the kingdom of Heaven, notwith- 
ſtanding our Saviour had very expreſsly and y 
admoniſhed his Diſciples, and Miniſters a this Vice, 
foreſeeing the Temptations they would be liable to. But 
their adverſe Price: with the Concurxence no doubt 
of the Goſpel-Influence, hindered: this Spirit from break 
ing out in an open and violent manner, during the firſt 
Ages. But afterwards, when the Incentives of Avarice 
were added; when, by the Favour of the Roman Empe- 
rors, many Stations in the Church were not only regarded 
as. honourable, but were found to be very lueratiye Poſts, 
= ſecular Influence, it then broke out with waſteful: 
deplorable: Effects. For wicked and. . worldly-minded 
Nen there always have been, and always will be, in all 
numerous Bodies, who, if there be any tempting Places 
of Power and Profit, will ſcruple no Means to obtain 
them; and when obtained, will abuſe them to the worſt 
Purpoſes. Hence they conſidered each other as Rivals 
for the ſame Greatneſs, . Authority and Wealth——Hence | 
ſprung mutual Enmities, Inquiſitions into each others pri- 
vate Vices and Indiſcretions ; Aſperſions, Calumnies, end- 
leſs Invectives to the common People, or Accuſations be- 
fore Synods, or Solicitations at the Emperor's Court, that, 
by one Means or other, ' ſome might be degraded, and 
dale or Perſons of their Party and Intereſt, ad- 


vanced. 


waa But the Vices and immoral Actions * each other 
were not found to be the only, ot the maſt convenient 


ligion, theit und 
city of renching 


our 1 hol 


154 
„ 
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9 A. 
£11148. 


Ground of mutual tn? Another, more advantageous, |: 
was ſoon: found out. As a Tem ptation to eccleſiaſtical! ride, 
aroſe from their fi ſed Knowled ge of the one true Re- 
g its My" eries, and their 4/4 
the hangs particular Doctr ines of it, from 
this and other Cauſes wor ht be alledged, Ortho- 
day in · all Points began be mite on, as eſſential and 
of great Nen and a ae Difference of Judgment eee 


any particular to be cenſured as lui. e 
and ſufficient to tender Men unworthy o 


ſtoral 
Oſfice. ho and e . ot 2 1. others, 


ppo 9 with the 


Nane at \Hereticks . Ap ates from the Faith, W 


into the Minds of e Pcopl e the utmoſt Horror 
— tt both of their 0 ala A e 9 | 
roceeded one 0 f the lt gr 
1 vis. in Dn * 
bitious Men, who ſet up for Fo e . ail 
ory their Brethren, were td 1. not likely to preſerve 
the Purity and Sim 8 of the hriſtian, Doctrine, whilſt. 
they were continually aſtering, 2 enlarging their Creeds 4 


aud intending every ” Addition for . 1 5 to entrap an 


ſcandalize their Adverlgricts whi e 


to mould the Doctrine of Chit, — 9 to theit o n 
farts 1maginations, unchriſtian Paſſions, and worldly In- 


raus ; And ths the State e proceeded from we 


2 * | a 
Wh ins Own Creed univerſally. And of what extraordi- 


1 Was in the Warſpip of Gad. And how fac the Simplicity 
of the Chriſtian Y hs was loſt, *amidft a Multitude of. 
-* ceremonial Additions to what an Exceſs of. Su 10 ion it: 


4 Sue but brought with them a ſtrong Pr 
d dhe Modes and Cuſtoms of their former Pagan” Wor-. 
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etior Name, Weald „Situation in 
ing all under 8 beck to himſelf, and elt 


an, Apoſtate, the B Rune, by: 
UP 


- ary and anti-ſcriptural | Articles this Creed confiſted,. L nerd 


not mention, nor ſhew how well calculated to- Terve: the: / | 5 
| 8 of eccleſiaſtical Ambition. and Tyranny: G 


The next great and 3 Corruption to. be obſerved, 


Was carried, and per 
b the Subſtitution of new Objes of Devotion, an 
ee, Train of . or I 1 01 their. own. $ 


„ 


Corruption was derived, and the Manner in | 

introduced. When the heathen Perſecutions warty and. 

Chriſtianity Was ſpread, not only amon People of #lower 
Condition; but among many Perſons the higheſt Rank, 


Andi enjoyed the Protection and Countenance of the Roman 


perors, great Numbers of Heathens became Converts | 
Appearance, and took upon” them the Profeſſion of 
Propentity 


* 


"ſhip. The Chriſtian Clergy of thoſe Times, zealous of 
propagating their Religion, and willing to csu all 


74S 1 ['*9.] 

Wo Mens, (6'miahy and conſiderable Proſelites, „ 
5 of eſtabliſhing their own P and Influence, began 
to relax their former Strictnels, and yielded much to dhe 


| 2 4 
Y rous Converts ; - till, at length, Multitudes of all Ranks. 
nr er to Chtiſtianity, they connived at, and coun- 
tenanoed . retaining man ſuperſtitions Modes and 
P 


Cuſtoms of Worſhip, reſemb and their 
changing their former Heathen Deities r Chriſtian Saints,” 

se er in Proceſs of Time, the Chriſtian Worſnip be- 
came, both in the Modes meg of it, (excepting; lit- 
— n than the Exchange ames, and Abolition of 


Ken > a Picture of the Heathen Superſtition 
8 the once of the 


Thus they 
E722 ut not the Pr 
the Extent of our hol Relig | 
"ts and-Influence. 
But we are not to imagine = Sar hots great 
. | | in Dofrine and Worthlp, too took place all xt once, or 1 
| . © hors Space of Time, or without n. There were 
. mnny virtucus ard truly; pious men amongſt the Clergy, 
Wo) Who diſapproved and firenuouſly „ m a long Time, 
5 . theſe Innovations. But when many h itical anch er- 
gy . _ Cenary Men, and others ignorant and bperſtitioos, found 
Means to obtain Places of the greateſt Hifluence' in the 
© -Ohuredp#and for low! id (88 Ends encouraged ſuch 
1 and above all, when An whoſe 
das after Satan, with lying Wonders, and 2 the De. 
-ceits of Unrighteouſneſs, exerted his gro- Power and 
; Polley, al}-Oppoſition was in Time ſuppreſſed, theſe” Cor- 
g Pvt or and were univ cſtabliſhed By all 
ER ad A 10 Regt dein found — 
tion, in on, being proper 
to WP the — of * and Workllineſs, 2 to 
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1 8 n 8 MK 
V orſhip = lie Goſ Bas, ery improper. mo Is. 
It may Peg be thought Matter of, Wonder and / J 
niſhment;; that uch Corruptions, not only ſhould be i intro» 
duced; and: he the Chriſtian World, but continue 
and increaſe for ſo long a Period of Time, and ſubfſiſt. 
eyen to this Day in many Nations ; fo. the Auther of the 

Aptcalypſe, ain he prophetically contemplated; the Anti- 
' chriſtian Beaſt, Wee . with great ö This 

. univerſal; Prevalence, and long Continuance of Anti- 
 chriftraniſm, may be aſcribed. principally to, theſe Cauſes. 
In the firſt Place, the Aae e 8y pity of Falſhood 
and Superſtition, was gradually and artfully. interwoven 
with civil Policy, and ingrafted upon the ſecular Powers, 
which became of Conſequende a firm and laſting Support. 
to it. Had not this intimate Connexion. been formed, and 
the Princes of che World diſpoſed o giue their Power and 
Stren th unto the Beal, the the Re 

had an earlier Date, and Men, [unreſtrained by 

Authority,, and unawed by. Penalties, would have never 
ceaſed uttering loud Complaints and Proteſtations. It Was 
not till the egen Power began to conſume the ver) 
Vitals of civil Power, and the papal. Tyranny became ſen- 
Gbly: oppreſſive to Prinees themſelves, and the Sinews 
of it were ſtrained to the utmoſt Height, that they broke, 
and the Reformation ſprung; up under the Protection of 


a 3 * 
* 5 2+” 
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114% Hats 


e tne, in all;Probabi-- 


ſecular Authority. It is owing, principally, to the ſame 


Connexion that P ſill main e 
States and 2 N. * eras? k 
Another chief Cauſe of the long Continuance of theſe. | 

| | 2orruptions, is, the Fondneſs of Mankind, eſpecially the - 

_ vulgar Part, for Myſteries and, Abſurgities in Belief, and 
Extravagancies in Practice. They are apt to deſpiſe what 
1s M0 th in Dean 10 e is din and 
+43 W975 M3 unorna- 


[2x 
n Lim Worthy, ns love to. be amuſed EY 


Things myſteous and pompous, and often admire moſt 3 
wle e leaſt underſtand; 58 


„ bt 

\Thete is too much Teach in that Maxima of the Roi 

Church, that Ignorancr it the Nurſe of Devotion and Zeal, 
that is, of a certain 8 cies, of them. And the more ab- | 
jon is, and the more wild and 

erco when once Men have at- 
ere and Venerable to them, they 
the more obſtinately tenacious of 3 
1 this among the Roman. Catho- 
Tranſubſt entiation, which, by rea- 

| * 1 Ablſurdiy Be is their favourite Doctrine, 
| 2 the Teſt of a es Catholick. It would * a 
 Gogular Happineſß, was, there no Hocttine of a ſimilar 


Nature current among redn, and of which they were 
not equal] deere 


Princi 


ci ies and Chain of Uiens, 3 
Kb ave Ge ee Pe ene 
are falſe, ridic urtful, are not 5 

lese firmly. entail than thoſe which are good and true. 
When we duly attend to this alſo, and copſider it as the 
natural Courſe of T. 9 55 the inevitable Effect of parental 
= ducation and Example, we 
and ray are of ſo. 
Tr uth 5 flow. and { 


» 41 
| "The ie nl 07 er were fen. of g great * 
likes and invincible Spirits,” and were thoroughly ſenſible 

e, Government, and 


the 
Worſhip of the Romiſh > why \ But 8 7 all Pro- 


e off, ar ance, 


all the Drofs, and refitie- their Wakes * of Chr, 2 | 
its utmoſt Purity and 10 0 A applied themſ 1 i} 
| y thols Corruptions and 
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Sources of which were moſt apparent. extigpated 
many of the rankeſt Weeds, but were deceived in fome 


them with Scripture Doctrines, and F 
Conſtituent Articles of our holy Religion 
Chriſtianity from theſe earning 

Clearneſs and Luſtre, is the Work of 


rt ow nc In the Progreſs of which Deſi 


1 Reh igion eſcape the Contagion of this general and dread- 
ful A ſtacy. When the Purity. of our moſt 


boos * may be * opplio in- almoſt 


=: Hd honour, 
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Welegilaridars/whith vers of d later Growth; und de 


that were of ancient Standing, miſtaking them on that Ac- 


count for genuine and uſeful Plants. Some Abfurdities, 


in Doctrine, they could. not diſtinctiy trace up 


to their remote and ancient Origin; or if they could, yet 
were over-· awed by a Reverence for Antiquity to od | 


te them as 


3 
to is 
— 
and the excellent Deſign of the wiſeſt wal beſt Men of 
it may be 
trors and Fol- 


expected, 1 the moſt ancient 


Dy ee e e be exploded out of the Chri- 
; tian World. 


Nor, in the third Place, did the Leno holy 


holy Faith 
orſhip was loſt, Virtue funk with them, and the 


Yr mf Practice of Chriſtians became equally corrupt and 


vicious. To paint a true Likeneſs of the State of the Chriſ- 


tian World, in ſome paſt Ages, would look like deform- 
ing human Nature, and would ſeem to reflect Diſgrace on 
8 


itſelf. The Charadter which the lt de- 
ſcribes of the Heathen World; in the firſt Chapter of his 


all 


=_ Though they had the bob; God, ad ebe and war 
him; as "mop Were vam in 17 Imagination, and their fooliſþ Heart 
eas darkened ; pretending to be wiſe in Religion, they became. Fools ; and 
changed the Glad 7. N incorruptible God, into the Likeneſs of mortal Man 

the Creature inſtead of the Creatir Therefore God 


. ebandened them to the Luft of their aum Hearts To debaſe themſelves —— 
They burned with f 71 


— with all Iniuſtice, 
5 Io were replete . 
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Ag Parts, W. Laroola not ſay to the Chriſtian, dente the 
World. Immorality was no longer 
E. Dees, 0 publick Odium, or — Cenſure, 
— Hereſy and . i. e, any Oppoſition to the In- 
1 and Superſtition were alone 
00 With and proſecuted with 2 
* * n irtues in 3 e, — void | 
 extolled,, were Mo grimages, Penances, 
We to, the Clergy, an 1 of Hereticks. 
2 The moral Precepts of = Goſpel were of no Reputa- 


It 


tion, — the Force 0 1 e Conſciences of Men ? I 


was ſuſpended, and almoſt ed, and an Indulgence 
Pen 9.19, all Wickedneſs ; — Chriſtianity, which was de- 
promate the Peace of Society, and the Good of 
ag was converted into an Engine of Extortion and 
* reſſion, and a: Pretence for- Bloodſhed: and Murder. 
25 there be any eſſential Precept of the Goſpel. it is 
the great Law 01 quity, and of mutual Forgiveneſs and 
A among C 83 byr.chis Law, more than all 
others, was, in gunumendble. ; d tragical Inſtanges. broke 
trampled on. — ſecular 1 was employed, and 
"= Laws-enadted in direct Oppoſition to it, — and-infi-- 
nite Cubtlety and Zeal were made uſe of, both from the 
Pulpit and Preſs, to annul its: Obligation, to ſanctify Perſe- 
aution, and make Malice and Cruelty appear ae ag 3 
mexitorious; and all this under Colour of 5 405 
the true Faith, and of eſtabliſhing Order and niformity. 
80 fatally was the Prediction of our Saviour accompliſhed, 
Mink not that I come =>, ahi ack on 1 Barth, Tome not 
to. ſend Peace, but a Sward, _ 


 Inpurity, Nia, Covetoul 7 Meamnul: ; were full of E Murder; hed 
Crttidion, Deceit, Malice; 5 Whi 4 s, Bac 4 7 . in 0 | 
proud, arrogant, Inventers Miſchief, I to Parents, void of Inte- 
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tk will git be cult de aſſign the Caſes of this . 


pravity in the Morals of Chriſtians, with reſpect to ebety 


Virtus; eſpecially that of Charity. In general, it was the 
a7 Effet of that ſpiritual Tyranny,' which: grew and univer- 


fally preyailed in the Chriſtian World, -whoſe Policy, like 
all deſpotick and bad Governments, was to encourage Vice, 


Luxury, Inſolence, and Oppreſſion in the Great, both 


Clergy and Laity; to keep the Poor in extreme Ignorance, 
Idleneſs, and Dependance, * to ſupport ite own Power 
by treacherous Art, extreme R eg and the Terror of 

U it was owing to the 
Avarice of the Clergy, who MOLD and multi plicd'g in- 


ful kinds of Indulgence to Sin, — to W te 


Example, — their mutual Contentions, — che i induſtri⸗ 
ouſly enflaming the Minds of Chriſtians againſt each other, . 
— and their aftfully involving the civil Powers in their 


[ Patty-Quarrels and bert Schemes: And finally, to 


the great Encouragement Which was given to thoſe worſt 5 
of ' Principles,” and which the Vulgar are too to em- 
brace, vis. that Faith or Devotion, or Zeal, will cover 


a Multitude of Sins, and make a Ane e 1770 . 
immoral Life. hy 


We have now briefly.obſerved” the LIE and ral "FR 


Corruptions of our holy Religion, the Cauſes of their 
Riſe, Increaſe, and Continuance ; by all which we ce how 


the Kingdom of Heaven; inſtead of being an Empire of 


divine Light and Truth over the Underſtandings of Men, 
and of moral Precepts and Motives over ther. Actions; 
inſtead of being a State of Virtue, Freedom, Peace and 


Happineſs, hath been converted into an Empite of Dark- 


neſs, Error, and Superſtition, a. religious Tyranny, and a 


110 Scene of Diſorder, Contention, Perſccution, and all man- 
gnaiet of Vice. — And upon a Review of the whole, Can it 


be thought unaccountable, that the Goſpel hath declined 


0 loſt Ground, or hath had fo little good Effect in the 


World ? 


_ Ts their boaſted Multitudes of Converts: d 
ing fot the ot merely no 
A it. ne Beach of, Chriſtian. Plety to wiſh they 
- 'never have more Succels ;' nor any Preſum jon: er 
Wy: never will... Aſſutediy Chri Till not 
Ko ruth eh 
eWs, ur iniquitous, ant contrary 
Natute and/Defiga of, 1 - k connor be thought, tha the 
Provence ani of ll; make uſe of ſuch Inſtrumehes to 
convert the wy Nations, and the Kingdom of Bod 
e the World. by ſuch vretched mer- 
_ cenary Aids, duch;geal T raitors: 
| mw ogy Aa Conſtitution. ,.. » - 


2 Heaven: mak 
 oyer{pread the Roman Empire And it roſe, not only. un 
aflited,. but 


not ; only aaith. Fleſþ 


be; beg 


_— 


yh. uy vaſt oi Co 
elles, and appointet 
— but hitherto. with mot 3 


f 15 brave. 5 
9 | 4 
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to its Sovereign, and Fe. 


1 1 bs i | 
a. ſpeedy and wonderful: Progreſs did the 7 2 A 
make, from the ſmalleſt Beginning, tif it 


ets: Nig po 0 7400 of this World, . 
fs. deſeribes t in 


bees ond. Luft 2 buman I : | Av 
more nd Der * f nt 8 
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e Things. ©. both wich th ſecular and ese. 


jor —— and Heatheniſm. But the 
ee the ation of it bah bœen ar- 


ry Forces, the 
img) by cmployig immenſe mi pros * 


4 Policy, 4 b e e e Miſſions, 9 by 

vaſt Funds, yet Ab e ni 

an one Ina Nation. So different was the 'Succeſs of 
Rp wry en, „carrying rational Conviction 
A with it, and ten folely to the Benefit of Man- 

; and of the — 5 pal Religion ing by 

| Brand and Force, and intended only to inflave-t e World. 

L et us now proceed tothe Branch of our Sub- 

ved, which/is the -prine End of this "Diſcourſe, and 


which muſt be ackno 24 by all Chriſtians to be of the 


dom of Huben way be reſtored to its former, and raiſed. 
1 Pewer and Extent in the Worlxle. 
No from the Account which bach been given of the 


Alle and P reſ 6f 
Wies of vs following 
may dtawy the ſureſt Directions for d 
| Reſtoration and future Advancement. 


in the firſt Ages, and the 
Abridgment and Declenſion, we 
i + cer 


lations, how rational and -probable-foever, ae beſt cen 


firmed by Fucts, by the Experience of the nt, and 
_ the "rf former Ages, from whence the moſt ſolid 
eee be "I a . 
0 3 Reaſon t be a 
3 of Ages, the whole Hi 
Church, from che Beginning to this Time, ſerves more 
fully to evince, that a Removal «fd internal Corrup- 
tions intermixed with our holy Religion, and preſ 
m free from human Alterations and Additions, are n 
_ fary Means, both of re 1 Men have been 
* Frefumptuous and ill-defigning Men have 


conti- 


otiations and Artifices f 


of the Chriſtian 
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28 the dif inguiſhir 


iges, and remove away fo viſts Heap 
| dus is rh it K wil manife . | 
ure; all Men will behold Ann 


ations 


and all Infidel N 
iſt i But the firſt and fundamental 
in order to the Progreſs'6f of our Religion abroad. to 


Wo} with the Reformation of it at Home:; with reſtoking 
m Frſt Purity, 
4 8 Faith is perple 


c regaining its proper Liffüence oil the 


aleady profes it. Whilſt the Chri- 
red ſtrange and unintelligible 
riſtint Foxe is adultetated with 


| Articles, and the Chriit 
itious Aovencicns) 


WW. pompous Retinue f IN I dee beer while 
Ehtiſtians contend” for cheſe as eſſential, or of great t Im- 


Portance, are divided into Parties and Sects, and abuſe and 


| condemn euch other on Account of their mutual Dif- 


coneerning theſe; while each Party retains a 1 4 


_ "Ferences 
ttt of Bitterneſs and ObRtinacy; and none will yield a 
dle, or alter a 
while the Lives of Chriſtians are 
8 FPterepts of the 


Mode, in order to Reconciliation and Union; 
generally inmoral, and the 
1 bave little vifble Effect, and thoſe 

| 'of Charity and mutual Forgiveneſs, Which are 
oſt important in themſelves, ofteneſt repeated, peculi- | 
In enforced, and an Obſeryance of which 15 E to: 


le ſuch is the Se of the Chriſtian W orld,. 


| and the Principles and Temper of Chriſtians ; while cheſe 


in the blackeſt Co- 
lours to the Eyes of Infidels, is it poffible that Chri- 


Sie wess flouriſh ani pread'? Or;/that any Attempts 
ve 


l 


l * — Ls Will and its fendamen- 


te the Goſpel ſhould produce extenſive and va- 
ects N Can that State ns in a flouriſhing Condition, 


tal 


_ of 'mutual Op 


Ae (difienked: vida 
Fre ebe. ow in! 


ut that, is divided; 
Strength even 0 
LT; 


| ins Punk dangerous to this. 
; fo — the Genius and Def: 
ing ſo obtradtives to its Influence, a 


1 


0 juſtify:it.? — Nothing, 
— S . 
Let us then briefly trace aut the ſeveral Steps Diſcord I 
and Perſecution in the Chriſtian Church. From varying | 
and multi 2 Articles of Faith, and Modes, and Ob- q 
| rip there naturally, followed a great Diſa- 
greement in 1 0 wions,. and duvout Practices; —- 
e Importance, tenaciouſſy adhering 
W eee to impoſe them on others, this 
4 * was basel into Contentions, Defama- 
tions, Enmities, and Arge Pride and Ava- 
rice of the Clergy, ſprung af Deſire in tham to enfſame 
theſe mutual Precadices and Diſcords, and make uſe of 
them to ſerve their own. worldly, Views; — and vr 1 


e t Mak _ 
tu 


„ ae rid th il er 
ment, and the Adminiſtra Juſtice” in 22 
tries, . ng from this Alliance | 
„and were enabled and tempted to-procect l 
liſhing 4 ret $\Parcy, joined to. a ſecular Intereſt, b - 
all manner Oppreſſion. And as Villains pretend to 
much Honeſty, and Hypoocrites talk much of Religion, 
and the moſt; ambitious and ill-defigning-Men in Civil Go. 
 verhimentivaiſe the loudeſt Clanours: 3 
pretend the gre | 
o the worſt 


Be le ne comet Codes and: Defenders of 
it, afforned the Title of Orfbedox, and ſtigmatized all C 
ion and Difference with the Name of Hereſy or 
And as one Extreme begets another, and one Abuſe: pro- 
vokes to another; ſo Invectives, Anathema ;, Impoſitions, 
and Perſecutions from one Party, naturally produced Re- 
criminations,, Reſiſtance, Bitterneſs, and Obſtinacy in the 
| other; und whenever the Tables were turned, and the op- 
8 Party got the Power, Revenge, Re-impoſition, and 
=; All the aforementioned Evils and Corrup- 
Cs the — and eſpeci that. mutual 
Strife and Hatred, which is the 
all the other, are to be remor by taking 11 N. 

1 original, cm of a de Ege, he 
em, VS. by A Reduttion of our' gion o itt forft. 
State and Xl los. Particularly —by reducing our Syſ- 
tem of Faith from a" Number of complex myſterious Ar- 
ticles, to a few plain Facts, inconteſtably recorded, and a few 
equally plains intelligible Doctrines, undeniably reſuit- 
ing nene Fe, A N 9 


1 G e Ai, N 


Summary of the fundamental Articles of our Faith, mn. 
Van ciples 


5 n 
ruth or | 
b. ef Hale or 279 o e of ox 2 
„and Amendment of Mankind; — by aboliſh n Bon ip 
« Dodrines, Practices, and Diſtisctions, as 1 

2 Nature, to weaken Mens Regard to the hat = 
and ſocial Virtucs ; — by carefully ſeparating, in our Views | 
and Actions, the Int 2. Religion 3 own worldly 
| Intereſt, or that of an 8 = 

Kinifters of the Gai alin N Ae 5 ing mad ng win Bru 
Men who are a 10 ſup rt propagate a ri. 
tua Empire, a „ this r. It is 
4 Maxirs 0 GN that hs Sri can b or be 


fu ed, without n equent Recourſe to the 
Tore ae vrhich it was fl Au unde, and renov | 


the Conſtitution according to them. This Obſervation 1 
not more a Lago to any Civil State, than to that Spiri 
tus Kin wind ip en 9 
which muſt be An bed its original C 


ciple in which the i nad Hasle 8 rude: 
Baſis both of natural and the Chriſtian Revelation. —= "That 
there is one God, Ako Lord of all Things, — that he is not 4 local” 
Being, nor delighted with | external fn. — that he is the Gow o all/ 
Things, and is in Need of nothing, — that Mankind are-all bis 'Offipring,—- 
that they depend upon hin, and live in him, — that in ne 25 the x 
e he bath revealed the Pug 15 them, . "== that 
to bring Men to Repentance, — a Time of 5 wo: 
Fee — That all Men Pile Ape: A that h. 

th appointed the Man Chrift” Foſus to 2 . — that 42 
Refarrettion of Chrift from the N rin Ld of his divixe Cimmif 
ſion and Authority being given. to þ im. 

It would have been much for the Honour and Intereſt of Cifianie,. 
if this apoſtolick Pattern had een better Re * age * 
1 of * . | 


* reformed! 9 


4 4 ) 
W gn the eme zunge on which it was fang- 


ed, before it will Teg: oper Power oyer Mens' 


and Lives, or a ſolid hs Ae 58 be Haid; on Which it ma þ 
„ And this 1 | 
1 


riſe to che higbeſt Greatneſs and 
confirmed'by the 'Proj 1 a 
the fulleſt Manner; 


55 


ly declare, that a 


1 * 


WW cution, which have been raiſed 57 che Sorckries and Ma 


with ſhine with * E erful Tnfluenice;” and the Pliit of 
Go on 8 and bring forth much Frui 5 


8 e iglons Freedom, and" fraternal A. and 
pay 8 ſeen ts ry at beneficia 


| human Society, and the moral Conauct ot u , 
then will rarity recommend Itſelf" to all Men, 
pore els without the ſyperfluous Aid of learned and e 


Eyes of ls, and che ee tion of it become 
table and" caly. _ Then, may. we 5 ect the pr 


the future Extent and Grandeut of che King dom of 


to the Words of our "Saviour, th 
Hauen Father hath not planted, wil e lucked 172 
falſe Religions „ and nk trus R 

become. univerſal, 


* * 
„„ 


* 


ſpread e che e Werd When che Clouds of Error. 
and Superſtition, and the Stot mis of Contention' and Perſe- 


bane 17 9 5 will appear excellent and divine in the 


inds 


A y and great tee 51 would enſue at the J 
e 1 this would obſtructthe Advancement 


of hug — Sati-chriftianiſiil'muſt be de- 
droyed, and Baton accompliſhed, before the 
J 08 will b be Nie of the Gentiles comt in 
that then the C ihn A6uriſh, and the Goſpe 


gick 
of An _— date overblown, che Jon of * Righteouſneſs 
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World ſhall \hecome 4 Scene of N Know- 


the | 


Effects on 
the moral” C ndutt of its Profeflors a | 


ſup- 


ela- 
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ophetick 


arable of the ext, and all. wer F ictions 1 to 
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ven, to receive their full Accom at ery be ak 
10 which his 
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Now. of all FRY Meang. that have been fag 
to reduce. the Chriſtian World. to fuch 4 appy 
5 and promote our holy Religion; if 
| cem to merit a particular Recommendation, it is this: 
x Tha 8 gre and honourable Methods to abate 


ther; and 3 . 


N Wl Je and 3 
odious EEE e wid 
| Conſcience, to the 
ejudices 'of our Chriſtian Brethren. 
Nd. 10 dies Caſts the Roe 
aim beſt at 
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— wn ud a 1 
Git note W 1 9 5 af this great 
the utmoſt our „ N "How weak ſoever 


our "Abilities, or narrow our Sphere, or private our Con- 
the | 
eh 16 
" little; i faithful alſo in much: If our Circumitinges, as 


ditio tion, let us contribute gur Mite; remembering 
" Words of qur Saua, He #hat 1s Faithful i in that 


Biſfenters from the Ecclefiaſtick Eſtabliſhment, the great 
national of our Chriſtian Brethren in this Land, 
et Ws; Protection, but deſtitute of 2 Favour, of 


Powers, de rive; 'vs of ene N loner 


Bo ee of 
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Thin their Faſſſons, and en- 
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Nances: For if the State of Religi 
engaged- from al bote 5 5 


ment, yy | Aion, bee 6 8 
Things, to alter, tectifg, And. e 2 00 


ive in aur Own Manner and. Erxofe 5 5 1 ; Ll 7 

What ſhould hindet us from; reducing ; n amo 

doufſelves to lüts genuine, Purity e SE (peci wt at 
2 


- of Chriſtianity: in its native; Fon 994m 


will ſtrike the: Jr N ww Win the. 155 
-:conſiderate. and impantial M Aesch 91 9 1cmm te 


generous, — Taundertaad he the — ont 
tion of the Chriſtian Religion. As far EB at 1 0 
27700000 NT ee 
- ſhould be 25 contigual 

hs, and focal Conf 

. tations. Ta ſuch Diſquiſitions,/ gur Pr rinciples a8 Proteſ: 

Itants, our Prafeſſion as Dillenters,. our Situation, as in a 
Province of the greateſt Freedom, ; our Opportunities of 
Laflembling for mutual Conſultgtion, our d from a 
fraternal Union and Co-bperation, invite, ſolicit, gblige 
u. To ſuppoſe our preſent State, previous 15 (uh, X 
amination, to be indefective in every Part, and capable of 


no * muſt imply Wan Prejudice, ** 1 


bMS 
moſt *** Preſumption i in our own Favour. It is 
poflible, that the Proreflant Difſenters in this Nation m 

retain in their 'Syſtern'e of Faith, or enkraft upon it, eme 
Doctrines, the of dark Ages, of myſtiak 
A —.— or t and tt Sede Hearts; 


fill retzin a n For: 


ian” Imp ity amongſt 
_ themſelves,” 40 | ding of Alike Spicle of Intolerance 
and Perſecutiony" which they diſcovered in che laſt Oen- 
tury, and Which the Power of the Protector could hardly 
reſtrain v Within Bounds; — their Anfers may, ſom- 
times, in employ? their honeſt Endeavoùrs in the Ser- 
vice of Religion, e diſcouraged” and diſabled,-be-deterred 
from 3 Truth! and expoſing ſome Abſurdities in 
5 Opinion, an 5 Immoralities in PiaRices by real: -Indigence, | 
tears, de mn rn Be — nad 
te, but of Ferſons no way re e; ignorant | 
1 orthilefs, y it og 1 1 
rowing © Dif! Abhorrence; the gor- 
— al "Attire, 71 which che Church of — 4 
d proſtituted the Chriſtian Worſhip — — | 
lines 4 little to the 0 ofite Extreme, eſt it too baxe, 
of in too coarſe Habiliments/ and it a 7 
Aſpect in — Eye of the World: a certain, Order, 
Solemnity ety, and na Elegance 8 not eſſential 
to Chatham Proc afe"'ſo far from being incon- 
i ſiſtent with it, that ; Rag are 1 to give it a proper 
"Grace, and attridive Appearance, to cure the Indi 
of ſome, and overcome the Prejudice of others. May not 
| ſomething of this kind be wanting e us, t6 recom- 
mend our Manner of 'Worſhi giv it à more pleaſing 
Form, and' make i deu to the Ideas 
of Mankind, and a — — Senſe of Propriety and De- 
coxumi in divine Service? Though our Religion may de 
NE to a . e 'we may retain the my - 
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not waut a certain Poliſh to make it ſhine in the. World x 
| ly in an, Age more and critical than 1 
Anny oommenced Without all doubt the Luſtre of 
"good; Works, of beneficent Actions, and an unblameable 
and.exemplary. Conduct, will be the beſt Ornament and 
Recommendation of our Religion; and ih ſhould always. 
= rincipal Salicitude;' to make-vur Light ſo ſome. before. 
| they ſeeing-our good Works, may glorify our- Father 
who: in Heaven. This ought to be done in the h Place, 
and above all Things; ace: Things ought. not to be 
laſt undone. Other Circumſtances merit our ſecondary. 
Care, and juſtly, claim- a r Attention. And in re- 
1 View. ſhould not be confined wholly. to 

the Tedey od. Influence of; Gt tian ourſelves, 
or thoſe af our own Denomination; . but th ould: be mote 
extenſive, and comprehend the general Effects and re- 
moter Conſequences, which the proper mer Conduct and agreea- 
ble Form of the external Part of our Religion may have 
on l mene ben Brethren around us, on the general 
State of Chriſtianity, the Advancement of Reformation, 
the Removal of (Olfenges, and the Conciliation of Peace 
and fraternal Amity, throughout the univerſal Church, or 
EKingdom of Chriſt. I his ſhould be the great ultimate 
— View, che ee governing Motive of er een 
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244 Le en config ovrlelyes,. pen as Members of 
5 ety; bjects of a Kingdom, and 
bound by civil Laws and all Obligations of Humanity, to 
ſerve the Intereſts of that State or Community to which 
we belong, to be faithful to zex. Laws, Conſtitution, and 
Soverei pn; but as Subjects of a higher Goyernment, a 
celeſtial Empire, and Members of a more extenfive reli- 
e Fee ity, and bound by the higheſt Obligations, . 
OT TIT, to reverence and POS inviolably 
its 


| be ature of it, and the 


1 


* 
1 


N the Dove, may ſuggeſt. "TGT" u en 
the Chriſtian: Religion, while we "are nö pe. not perhaps 


E 1 
its ere I - ad die Conſtitution, wth * a true 
Allegiance to its invifible Head and Sovereign: The 
ee ean operate on human Nature, confpire 
our utmoſt Endeavours to ote the Peace} 
Mtn and Enlargement of this Kin om of' Heaven." Here 
centers every generous Sentiment, worthy Deſign and pious 


Motive, that can affect the Heart, or guide the A Acer : 

No one who 

cerned to relcde Chriſtianity tan! from Cortupticn 1 
tion, to reſtoto and extend its Influence. Let A ery ene 

Member of the 


a r Man and fincere- Chaiſtian.. 


and Viola 


act according to his Station, as a 
Chriſtian Church, as à faithful Subject of the 


Om. 


of Heaven All Members have mot the ſame Office, yet we. 
* mam ars une Boch in | 


„ and” 
182 —— 
Obligations af a Chriſtian. '” 
that miniflereth, let bim wait on bis Miniſtering; be that 


ant he.. Let each dil 


tearbeth, on Teaching; be that exborteth, on: Exbortation; 

' that giveth, Je lin db it ud Siinplieity be ren 
with ee be that ſheweth Mercy, "with Chearfuln 
Above all, let every one order ag ee 


cometh the "Goſpel of Chrift; for there is nothin een 
abſurd, as to pretend a Zeal ſor Religion, an 
Intereſt of Chriſtianity, and, at the ſame 3 to 


and diſſerve it by a ſcandalous Example. Nor let that-impi- 

ous and Anti- chriſtian Imagination ever enter into our Minds, 
that we can defend and advance the Chriſtian Cauſe by any 
Methods of Fraud, Violence, Contention, or Uncharita- 
bleneſs; but let us a 


ply all thoſe Means, and thoſe alone, 
which the Wiſdom of the OY joined mou ny 


Nor let us take eee 
5 


1 


one: Members | 
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<iently aware of chalets are real and great, The only 
formidable Danger to our holy Religion, muſt ariſe from 


an interna! Corruption, not an external Oppaſition. It is 


that which gives all the Ground of Advantage, and fur- 


niſhes all the W ns to che open Adverſaries of Chri- 
If fone Men of raſh Tempers, and ſuperficial 


ſtianity 
VadeRandings, who have never taken Pains to diſtin- 
guiſn the Droſs from the. Gold, and to underſtand the 
true Nature oſ our Religion, have taken Occaſion, from 
the manifeſt Corruption of it, to reflect on Chriſtianity, or 


to d _— the Inſtitution of the Chriſtian Miniſtry _ 


 Worthip, this Conſequence ought not to give us Diſturb- 
ance, we rather the Cauſe, from which this Evil of In- 
fidelity, and many greater, have proceeded. Chr 

its Worſhip 


iſtjanity, 

1 can never 2 fall into 

not abuſed and corrupted ; eir OWN. in- 
Importance are a ſufficient Secu- 
rity. All groundleſs Cenſures, — tuous Expreſ- 
fions, whether ludicrous. or ſerious, will be found. aper 
rimentally to have little Weight or Effect, and are ſ 

ciently refuted and beſt anſwered, by being eaſily ov 
Locked, and filently deſpiſed. We may ſafely truſt whe 
Light of Reaſon, the common Senſe of Mankind, and 


Con 


» 
Tity 


the natural Force of Truth; or if not to theſe, to the 


Prob idence of God, and the Predictions of the New Teſ— 
tament; that Infidelity ſhall never prevail againſt Chriſ- 
tianity; ur. che Kinghan of d when (reſtored 


| on 
its on —— ſupport; x Kei, — in Power 


and Magnitude, and finally triumph over all Infidelity and 


falſe Religion. 
Here then fix your Attention 3 this Way bend; all your your 
Zeal, and 22 all your 3 heal: the Diſ- 
| _ 


nw -.\ | Ly 


. 


* rr 


| e 
Religion to its priſtine Health, and natural Strength. 
It will then flouriſh, and extend its 2 Influence; 
only and. Oppoſition will ceaſe ; Knowledge be 'en- 
.creaſed, and the everlaſting Goſpel: ſucceſsfully preached, 
and 7 among all Nations, till all the .Kingdoms 
of the World are united in the univerſal Kingdom of our 
d and Saviour Jeſus Chin. 
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Which God of bis infinite Mercy Grant — 
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